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seniors (seniors between 100% and 200% of the Federal Poverty Level) with care needs who do not 
meet income eligibility requirements for Medicaid and are unable to afford the out-of-pocket cost of 
home care.   
 
The Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly Program (EISEP) was designed to provide part-time 
home care services for these seniors.  The EISEP home care program currently serves just 3,000 seniors 
in New York City; that is less than 4% of the 80,000 low-income seniors with care needs in the city.  As 
need for home care has been on the rise in the last five years, State funding for EISEP home care has 
remained constant and City funding has actually declined quite drastically.   
 
Chairperson Chin, in lower Manhattan, there are approximately 4,000 thousand near-poverty seniors 
with care needs.  According to numbers released to us by DFTA, just 216 seniors in this same area 
currently receive EISEP services.  When we met with your office staff last Fall, we heard a story about a 
105-year old Chinatown resident who is on a waiting list to see a case manager so that she can access the 
DFTA home care program.  Seniors like your constituent should not have to wait for critical home care 
services. 
 
Councilperson Arroyo, in the South Bronx just 149 seniors receive EISEP services although 
approximately 8,500 low-income seniors are in need of care.  Councilperson Deutsch, in South 
Brooklyn, just 319 seniors receive EISEP services although about 9,000 low-income seniors are in need 
of care.  Councilperson Koslowitz, in Northwest Queens, just 308 seniors receive EISEP services 
although around 8,000 low-income seniors are in need of care.   Councilperson Rose, in Staten Island, 
just 93 seniors receive EISEP services although roughly 2,500 low-income seniors are in need of care.   
Councilperson Treyger, in Southwest Brooklyn, just 164 seniors receive EISEP services although 
approximately 7,000 low-income seniors are in need of care.   Councilperson Vallone, in Northeast 
Queens, just 162 seniors receive EISEP services although over 4,500 low-income seniors are in need of 
care.    
 
The City can and must make a commitment to more adequately fund programs that work for our city’s 
seniors – programs like EISEP home care and case management – that can pull thousands of New York 
City’s seniors out of the care gap and provide some respite to families struggling to care for their loved 
ones.   
 
With the New York City senior population projected to reach 1.4 million by 2030, close to one million 
New York City seniors could need home care in the coming decades.  Now is the time for the Council 
and the Administration to seize the opportunity that new leadership brings and turn the page on years of 
underfunding for senior services, to make investments now to stave off a looming care crisis.   
 
New York Caring Across Generations looks forward to discussing our proposal with members of the 
Aging Committee in the coming weeks, and to working with the Council and the Administration to 
increase the City’s investment in critical senior services.   
 
Thank you. 
 


