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2017 IMPACT REPORT
ALIGN unites community and labor to create good jobs, vibrant 
communities, and an accountable democracy for all New Yorkers.
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This year ALIGN made important breakthroughs towards 
a more just and sustainable New York, despite the 
unprecedented federal attacks against women, immigrants, 
people of color and the environment. Here are some highlights 
from our first year under the leadership of Maritza Silva-Farrell, 
ALIGN’s first immigrant Latina Executive Director.

2017

CLIMATE WORKS FOR ALL
Climate Works for All is a unique and broad coalition campaigning to reduce 

emissions, promote equity and create well-paying jobs, particularly through 
pathways to apprenticeship and local hiring. Following two years of advocacy, 
the city launched the Green Jobs Corps which will train 3000 apprentices. 
We also won a commitment to prioritize low-income communities of color 
and ensure strong labor standards in the city’s installation of solar panels on 
public schools. For private big buildings, the Mayor agreed that mandating 
energy efficiency improvements is the only way the city will meet its climate 
goals. We are advocating for comprehensive legislation that will create 

thousands of jobs, reduce emissions by 12%, and protect affordable housing. 

SCHOOL OF ACTIVE 
RESISTANCE (SOAR)

 ALIGN launched a grassroots training program, the 
School of Active Resistance (SOAR), which brings 
together members of community organizations and 
labor to build power and develop strategies from 
the ground up. SOAR recognizes that long-term 

change requires transformation in how we relate to 
each other. We will build on the two 2017 trainings—

which focused on climate activism and low-wage 
workers—to expand the program.

NEW YORK RENEWS
The statewide NY Renews coalition 

launched a campaign to raise revenue 
to invest in renewable energy, create 
new jobs, protect workers currently 

in the fossil fuel industry, and 
support communities impacted by 

climate change by getting fossil fuel 
companies to pay for their pollution. 

The policy has the support of New York 
State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman.

TRANSFORM DON’T TRASH
 The Transform Don’t Trash coalition is campaigning 
for equity, good working conditions, high recycling 

rates and the creation of green jobs in the city’s 
private waste industry. In the era of Trump, the 

brave immigrant workers at NYC’s largest recycling 
plant—SIMS Municipal Recycling—set the tone 

by resisting intimidation and winning a union with 
Teamsters Local 210. 

CHALLENGING  
CORPORATE GREED

ALIGN joined with 30 other organizations from 
throughout New York City and State to send a strong 

message to our elected officials: stop rolling out the red 
carpet for Amazon and providing corporate giveaways. As 
Amazon expands its presence in New York, officials must hold 

the company to high community and worker standards.

REVOLUTIONIZING 
OUR TRANSIT 

INFRASTRUCTURE
Public transit-reliant communities—

who are disproportionately women, 
immigrants, and people of color—
are suffering the consequences 
of our crumbling transit 
infrastructure. We have initiated 

a citywide transit campaign to 
secure funding for the subway, 

convert the city’s buses from diesel 
to electric power, and create worker-

owned co-ops of electric school buses.



Our Supporters
Thank you to our 2017 supporters who helped make our work possible.

FOUNDATIONS
Ford Foundation
Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation
Kresge Foundation
Mertz Gilmore Foundation
New York Foundation
Oak Foundation
Overbrook Foundation
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Rosin Fund of the Scherman 

Foundation
Scherman Foundation
Solidago Foundation
Unitarian Universalist Veatch 

Program at Shelter Rock

LABOR 
Associated Musicians of 

Greater NY Local 802
Association of Electrical 

Contractors
Building and Construction 

Trades Council of Greater 
New York

CWA 
CWA Local 1180
Hotel, Restaurant & Club 

Employees & Bartenders 
Union Local 6

IBEW 
IBEW Local 1049
IBEW Local 3
IBT 
IBT Local 282
IBT Local 812
IBT Local 813
IBT Local 831 
Ironworkers District Council 

of New York State
IUOE Local 14-14B
IUOE Local 94, 94A, 94B
IUPAT

Laborers Eastern Region 
Organizing Fund (LEROF)

Laborers Local 78
Long Island Federation of 

Labor
Metallic Lathers and 

Reinforcing Ironworkers 
Local 46

New York Hotel and Motel 
Trades Council

New York State Nurses 
Association

NYC & Vicinity Carpenters 
Labor-Management 
Cooperation

NYC Central Labor Council
NYC District Council of 

Carpenters
NYS AFL-CIO
Professional Staff Congress— 

CUNY
RWDSU
RWDSU Local 1102
RWDSU Local 338
SEIU Local 32BJ
UA Local 1—Plumbers
UAW Region 9A
ULLICO
United Federation of Teachers

OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS
Archer, Byington, Glennon, & 

Levine, LLP
Colleran, O’Hara & Mills, LLP
Do You Zoom, Inc. 
Faith in New York
Five-Star Electric Corp.
Forest Electric Corp.
Joint Industry Board of the 

Electrical Industry
Jobs with Justice  

Education Fund

Kleinknecht Electric Co., Inc.
KND Licensed Electric
Law Office of Richard Brook
Levy Ratner, P.C. 
MagnaCare 
Make the Road New York
Natural Resources  

Defense Council
New York City Environmental 

Justice Alliance (NYC-EJA)
New York Electrical 

Contractors Association
New York Lawyers for the 

Public Interest
Nontraditional Employment 

for Women
Outten & Golden LLP
Partnership for  

Working Families
Pitta & Baione LLP
Pitta & Giblin LLP
Pitta Bishop Del Giorno & 

Giblin LLC 
Rutgers Presbyterian Church
Sierra Club
Striano Electric Co., Inc.
Trico Electric Corp.
The Segal Company
Westbeth Artists  

Residents Council

INDIVIDUALS
Alex Arguson
Angela Arguson
Annabelle Heckler
Assembly Member Jo Anne 

Simon
Audrey Sasson
Ayse Yonder
Ben Farrell
Carlos Hiraldo
Carol Steinsapir

Cecilia Arguson
Christopher Avery
Christopher Erikson Jr.
Daniel Smith
Dolores Suarez
Emily Epstein
Ezekiel Volkert
George Thomas Brandeau
Gerald Polner
Giselle Altea
Gregory Regaignon
Helena Wong
J.J. Johnson
James Mcasey
Jane Arguson
Jennifer Chantrtanapichate
Joel Shufro
John Werberg
Josh Kellermann
Justin Jackson
Kristi Barnes
Makenzie Baris
Mariah Montgomery
Mark Plesent
Matthew Christian
Megan Thorsfeldt
Melissa Iachan
Michael Brovner
Michael Hratko
N Jose Acevedo
Onleilove Alston
Patricia Terry
Rey Borja
Robert Leinwand
Ross Cambe
Spencer Janyk
Teresita Antypas
Tony Romano
US Representative  

Gregory Meeks

2017 IMPACT REPORT
ALIGN unites community and labor to create good jobs, vibrant 
communities, and an accountable democracy for all New Yorkers.

ALIGN BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ONLEILOVE ALSTON
Executive Director, Faith in  
New York
STUART APPELBAUM
President, Retail, Wholesale and 
Department Store Union
AFUA ATTA-MENSAH
Executive Director, Community 
Voices Heard
DEBORAH AXT
Co-Executive Director, Make the 
Road New York
EDDIE BAUTISTA
Executive Director, NYC-
Environmental Justice Alliance
LENORE FRIEDLAENDER
Assistant to the President,  
SEIU 32BJ
BOB MASTER
Legislative and Political Director, 
CWA District 1

ED OTT
Distinguished Lecturer, Joseph 
S. Murphy Institute for Worker 
Education and Labor Studies at 
CUNY
SANTOS RODRIGUEZ
Director of Community Affairs 
& Strategic Initiatives, Building 
and Construction Trades Council 
of Greater New York
MARITZA SILVA-FARRELL
Executive Director, ALIGN
ANTHONY THOMAS
Political & Legislative Director, 
New York City Central Labor 
Council
DORIAN WARREN
President, Center for Community 
Change Action
JONATHAN WESTIN
Executive Director, New York 
Communities for Change

ALIGN STAFF
MALIKA CONNER
Lead Organizer
LUIS GONZALEZ
Development Manager
RANDY JACKSON
Director of Development  
and Planning
CARL LIPSCOMBE
Organizing Director

ANNABEL SHORT
Deputy Director
MARITZA SILVA-FARRELL
Executive Director
BRETT THOMASON
Climate Organizer




