August 5, 2024
Dear Tompkins County Legislature:

No matter how hard people work, it is becoming more and more difficult to make ends meet in the
Tompkins County area. Currently, almost 40% of workers in Tompkins County do not earn a living wage.
Marginalized communities are experiencing the worst of the affordability crisis — 2 of 5 women and 3 of 5
Black workers in the county are not earning a living wage. As elected officials, it's our responsibility to
make sure that our constituents can make ends meet.

Across the country, hundreds of localities have taken matters into their own hands to set a local minimum
wage that addresses the needs of their communities. Workers in Tompkins County can’t afford to wait
for Albany to take action. We know what’s best for our community. That's why we are supporting
legislation in the County Legislature to gradually raise our minimum wage so working people get the fair
wage they deserve.

Together, we can lift 40% of Tompkins County workers out of poverty and ensure they can afford rent,

food, and other necessities amid rampant inflation. We can put more money into workers' pockets. We
can support local businesses by stimulating the local economy. And we can make Tompkins County a

place where workers and their families can thrive.

Read the full legislation here.

Signed,

Phoebe Brown
Ithaca Common Council, Ward 1

Robert Cantelmo
Mayor, City of Ithaca

Christina Dravis
Dryden Town Board

Susie Gutenberger Fitzpatrick
Town of Ithaca Board

Kris Haines-Sharp
Ithaca Common Council, Ward 2

Patrick Kuehl
Ithaca Common Council, Ward 4

Tiffany Kumar
Ithaca Common Council, Ward 4

Dan Lamb

Deputy Supervisor, Town of Dryden

Clyde Lederman
Ithaca Common Council, Ward 5

Jason Leifer
Supervisor, Town of Dryden

Kayla Matos
Ithaca Common Council, Ward 1

Tim Murray
Deputy Supervisor, Town of Caroline

Ducson Nguyen
Ithaca Common Council, Ward 2

Joseph Wetmore
Deputy Town Supervisor

Mark Witmer
Town Supervisor, Town of Caroline


https://tompkinscountyny.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?Frame=&MeetingID=3979&MediaPosition=&ID=12555&CssClass=

